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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application is requested in view of the above 
amendments and the following remarks. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the features of allowable claim 2. Claim 2 
has been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. Claim 3 has been amended 
editorially. No new matter is added. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2, 3, 6, 7 and 12-19 are considered allowable if rewritten in independent 
form. Allowable claim 2 has been canceled and has been included in claim 1 . Therefore, 
claim 1 is allowable and claims 3, 6, 7 12-19 are allowable at least by virtue of their 
dependence on independent claim 1 or intervening dependent claims. 

Claims 4 and 5 are allowed. 

35 USC S 102 Rejections 
Claims 1 , 8-10, 20 and 23 have been rejected under 35 USC 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Yamamoto et al. (US 6,471,839). Applicants respectfully traverse the 
rejection. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the features of allowable claim 2 and is 
therefore allowable. Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of claim 1 be 
withdrawn. 

Claims 8-10, 20 and 23 are allowable at least by virtue of their dependence on 
independent claim 1 or intervening dependent claims. The rejections of these dependent 
claims should be withdrawn. Applicants do not concede the correctness of the rejection. 

35 USC § 103 Rejections 
Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto et al. (US 6,471 ,839) in view of Charlton et al. (US 5,798,031). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

7 

PACE 8/9 ' RCVD AT 6/1 0/2010 4:35:23 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/2 * DNlS:2738300 * CSID:6 124553801 * DURATION <mm-ss):01 -36 



. Jun. 1 0. 20 10 3:35PM 



HSML, PC 



No. 5571 P. 9/9 



S/N 10/585,295 

In response to the Office Action dated March 23, 2010 

Claims 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto et al. (US 6,471,839) in view of Nagakawa et al. (US 7,390,391). Applicants 
respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claims 20-22 and 24 are allowable at least by virtue of their dependence on 
independent claim 1 or intervening dependent claims. The rejections of these dependent 
claims should be withdrawn. Applicants do not concede the correctness of the rejection. 

Applicants respectfully request that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this 

case. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would advance the prosecution 
of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the below- 
listed telephone number. 



Respectfiilly submitted, 



52835 



HAMRE, SCHUMANN, MUELLER & 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LARSON, P.C. 
P.O. Box 2902 



Dated: June )0.2010 




Do&glas P. Mueller 
Reg. No. 30,300 
DPM/Uf 
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